American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes
October16, 2013
Opening:

The meeting of the American River Democrats was called to order at 7:05 p.m. on Wednesday, October 16, 2013 at Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova, California by President, Barbara Leary. 
Attendance of Board Members: Kathy Day, Ken Kiunke, Debbie Martinez, Frank Martinez, Barbara Leary.  Absent: LaTanjia Robinson, Jennifer Jacobs
A. Approval of today’s Agenda & Minutes of the September General Meeting:
        Ken moved to approve the September Minutes and the Agenda for today’s meeting.  Seconded & Approved.
B. Guest Speaker: Bonnie London RN, and Kevin Knauss, who blogs about the Affordable Care Act were the evening speakers.  They provided an excellent and engaging overview of Covered California. 
C. Treasurer Report: Kathy Day, our acting secretary, re-created our treasurer report from the July 31st balance.  Current balance is $631.08.  .  Kathy stepped in after our former treasurer, Allan Brauer resigned in September.  Barbara reported we are looking for a Treasurer to join the Board.  Kathy will train the next treasurer. We received notice that we were being fined $200 by FPPC for failure to file on time.  Our former treasurer, filed late.  Barbara has submitted a letter of appeal this week asking for the fine to be waived.  We should hear in 30 days.
D. Communications Secretary Report:  Ken encouraged new members and visitors to take application brochure and business cards.  Ken is our webmaster. Send him postings for website.
E. Vice President’s Report:  Frank asked for suggestions for topics and speakers for next year. Email him. Suggestions for future speakers included Richard Pan, Assembly district __; Eric Sunderland, Region 3 Rep; Dave Jones, Insurance Commissioner.  Next speaker: November – Roger Dickinson, Assembly 7th district.
F. President’s Report – Barbara announced that Allan Brauer, former treasurer has resigned.  He tweeted offensive remarks to a member of Ted Cruz’s staff.  The story was picked up by the LA Times, Sacramento Bee and others.  Additional inappropriate tweets came to light. He was asked to resign from DPSC and his party position, which he did.  An ARD Board meeting was scheduled to discuss the matter but Allan resigned from the board and the club before that could happen.  
DPSC – The DPSC as well as many of the clubs are considering adding code of conduct language in their bylaws.  We will be reviewing that and other bylaws revisions.  Proposed changes will be distributed to members prior to voting at the next meeting.

There are no voter registration/outreach events scheduled through year end.  There is a link on our website to the state party 2014 platform.  You are invited to comment which will be considered at March Party meeting.
G. Announcements: FemDems happy hour event October 17th. Wellstone club Octoberfest event October 26th tickets available.
Adjournment:  Frank moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Seconded & Approved.
Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m. (social 6:30), Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova.
Minutes submitted by:

Debbie Martinez,, Recording Secretary
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