American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes – March 15, 2017, 7:00 PM
Location: Samurai Sushi,     12251 Folsom Blvd, Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
Board Members Present: Debbie Martinez- chair, Betty DiRegolo, Ken Kiunke, Ed Tavares, Andrea Targos, Ruth Bradshaw, Julie Calderwood
1) Agenda/ Introductions:  A motion was made and passed to approve the agenda. Members and visitors introduced themselves. 
2) Recording Secretary Report: A motion was made and passed to approve the meeting minutes from  February.
3) Treasurer Report: Betty DiRegolo reported a balance of $1709.53 as of February 28, 2017. This includes over $200 raised by the yard sign fundraiser. The club budget currently includes over $500 available to be donated to Democratic campaigns.
4) Communications Secretary Report: Ken Kiunke reported that traffic on the American River Democrats (ARD) club website reached over 1200 visitors during the month of February, 2017.
5) DPSC Report: Ed Tavares reported that the Democratic Party of Sacramento County passed a resolution to declare the DPSC a safe haven for immigrants. It also passed a resolution to support single payer health care, and a resolution to reduce the number of patients a nurse can care for in a day. The 2017 California Democrats State Convention needs 500 volunteers, and the deadline to sign up is March 31st.
6) Activism Opportunity: For the Ides of Trump Postcard campaign, Ed Tavares brought postcards for meeting attendees to fill out with our own personal message about the ACA, or any other issue we care about. The club provided postage, and Ed collected the completed postcards and mailed them to the White House. A can was passed to help cover postage and fund future activism.
7) Volunteer opportunities: Bill Durston announced that volunteer readers are needed to choose the finalists for the Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) Essay Contest for high school seniors. The finalists will present their essays at the Finals Dinner on April 30th. 

Julie Calderwood passed around the sign-up sheet for volunteers to staff the April 5th voter registration event at Folsom Lake College.  

Evelyn Davis reported that volunteers are needed to register voters at the monthly New Citizens Naturalization Ceremony at the Sacramento Memorial Auditorium on March 29th. Del Surette will train new volunteers. Volunteers can arrive at 7:00 AM to talk with new citizens before the ceremony, help set up at 8:00, and register voters at 10:00 after the ceremony. 
The American River Democrats website has a link for Upcoming Events, that includes information about upcoming marches and other opportunities.
8) Speaker: Yannini Casillas, a representative from CAIR- the Council on American-Islamic Relations, spoke about Islam and cleared up common misconceptions. She spoke about efforts against the Trump administration’s Muslim ban, and provided information about California Senate Bill 31, which will prohibit state or local agencies from disclosing information about a person’s religious affiliation to federal authorities for use in any national database.
9) By-law changes vote: Changes were emailed to members for review prior to the meeting. These are language changes to bring ARD by-laws in line with those of the county and state. A motion was made and seconded to approve the by-law changes, and the motion was approved.
10) Upcoming meetings:  The next ARD general meeting at Samurai Sushi will be on April 19, 2017.
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