American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes – January 18, 2017, 7:09 PM
Location: Samurai Sushi,     12251 Folsom Blvd, Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
Board Members Present: Barbara Leary, Betty DiRegolo, Ken Kiunke, Andrea Targos, Ruth Bradshaw
1) Agenda/ Introductions:  A motion was made and passed to approve the agenda. Members and visitors introduced themselves.
2) Recording Secretary Report: A motion was made and passed to approve the meeting minutes from September 21, 2016 and November 16, 2016.

3) Treasurer Report: Betty DiRegolo reported a balance of $689.80 as of January 09, 2017, which is ahead of where we expected to be. Betty will be sending dues reminder letters out to members that have not yet paid dues for this year. 
4) Communications Secretary Report: Ken Kiunke reminded visitors to sign in with an email address to receive information about American River Democrats (ARD) meetings. Information is also available on the ARD Facebook page and the ardems.org website. Members who would like something posted on the website can send the information to Ken.
5) DPSC Report: The ARD club is chartered by the Democratic Party of Sacramento County (DPSC). New DPSC Executive Board members were elected at the January DPSC meeting.  The new Chair is Terry Schanz, and Tamie Dramer is the new Vice Chair.
6) Club challenge: In 2016, ARD members logged more than 80 instances of participation in voter registration, candidate forums, precinct walking, phone banking, and serving as ARD board members.  After adding up all the participation recorded on the spreadsheet, the “Most Active Member” award for 2016 goes to Barbara Leary.  
7) Club Elections: Four members volunteered (and were self-nominated) to be Board Members at large. A motion was made and passed to elect all four new ARD Board Members in addition to the current board members who were unopposed, and agreed to keep their existing positions. The new board members are Julie Calderwood, Marta Erismann, Ed Tavares, and Debbie Martinez.
8) Speaker: Barbara Leary gave a presentation about how ARD and other clubs like it fit into the overall structure of the democratic party, from the grass roots to the presidential elections, and how we can get involved.
9) Volunteer opportunities: Volunteers are needed for the upcoming California Democratic Convention which will be held in Sacramento May 19-21 this year. More information is on the CADEMs website (cadem.org).
10) Upcoming meetings:  The next ARD general meeting at Samurai Sushi will be on February 15, 2017.
Adjourned 8:24 PM
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