American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes – February 15, 2017, 7:07 PM
Location: Samurai Sushi,     12251 Folsom Blvd, Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
Board Members Present: Barbara Leary, Betty DiRegolo, Ken Kiunke, Debbie Martinez, Ed Tavares, Andrea Targos, Ruth Bradshaw
1) Agenda/ Introductions:  A motion was made and passed to approve the agenda, with an amendment to add an announcement from Bill Durston about an upcoming event. Members and visitors introduced themselves. This meeting had the largest number of attendees since the ARD club was founded, and the room was overflowing with people.
2) Recording Secretary Report: A motion was made and passed to approve the meeting minutes from January, 2017.

3) Treasurer Report: Betty DiRegolo reported a balance of $859.63 as of January 31, 2017.
4) Communications Secretary Report: Ken Kiunke reported that traffic on the American River Democrats (ARD) club website has been increasing with more than 700 visitors in November, and more that 500 so far in the first half of February. He also reminded visitors to sign in with an email address to receive information about meetings. 
5) DPSC Report: Barbara reported that there are least 5 new chartered democratic clubs in Sacramento County. The Democratic Party of Sacramento County (DPSC) is placing an emphasis on revitalizing older clubs and helping all clubs come together under common principles to work on common goals.
6) President’s Report: Barbara brought some union made signs to sell for a club fundraiser. The signs promote Democratic values and can be displayed on a lawn or carried to a march. She is selling them for $15 each and the funds will be used to cover expenses from club activities, such as cards and postage for postcard campaigns or phones for phone banking. The club also needs funds to support local Democratic candidates and to be able to make a difference in close races. Members are welcome to think of and organize other types of fund raising activities.
7) Announcement: Bill Durston announced that the Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) Sacramento chapter is sponsoring an Essay Contest for high school seniors and will be awarding scholarships to the winners. High school seniors can find information about the contest at www.sacpsr.org.  Volunteer readers are also needed to judge the entries.
8) Speaker: Scarlette Bustos gave a presentation about Indivisible Sacramento and shared strategies for resisting the Trump and Republican agenda using the Indivisible Guide (www.indivisibleguide.com) and gave other online resources that will be added to the “Information and Links” page of the ARD club website (www.ardems.org). 
9) Volunteer opportunities: Member Del Surette reported that volunteers are needed to register voters at the monthly New Citizens Naturalization Ceremony at the Sacramento Memorial Auditorium. Barbara reported that board member Julie Calderwood will also be organizing an upcoming voter registration event at Folsom Lake College. There is also an upcoming Tax March and Demonstration planned at the State Capitol on April 15th, that will need volunteers and marchers to ask Trump to release his tax returns.
10) Upcoming meetings:  The next ARD general meeting at Samurai Sushi will be on March 15, 2017.
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