American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2014
Opening:

The meeting of the American River Democrats was called to order at 7:05 p.m., Wednesday April 16, 2014 at Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova, California by President, Barbara Leary. 
Attendance of Board Members:  Betty DiRegolo, Jennifer Jacobs, Ken Kiunke, Barbara Leary, Debbie Martinez, Frank Martinez, Andrea Targos.
Absent:  LaTanjia Robinson.
A. Agenda:  Ken moved that we approve the agenda; seconded and approved.
B. Guest Speaker:  Jim Forbes, a local attorney and volunteer working on campaign finance reform spoke to us about the big money in politics and current efforts to call for a constitutional convention and a constitutional amendment to essentially over turn Citizens United.  For more information, check out wolf-pac.com website.
C. Minutes of the March General Meeting:  Jen moved to approve minutes of last general meeting with one correction; seconded & approved.
D. Treasurer Report:  Frank reported that we have $998.34 in the treasury.  
E. Communications Secretary Report:  none.
F. DPSC Update:  Barbara reported that there will be no DPSC meeting in May as a cost savings measure but also to encourage members to volunteer on campaigns.
G. President’s Report:  Barbara has been networking with other Democratic clubs and also attended fundraisers for Brian Caples candidiate Assembly District 6 and for Derek Cressman candidate for Secretary of State. She is looking into placing joint ad with the Folsom Area Democrats in the Folsom Telegraph endorsing Ami Bera re-election to Congress.  Club volunteers needed for open VP position, Voter Registration Chair and a Campaign Liaison. 
H. Upcoming events looking for volunteers: Earth Day, Saturday April 19th at Southside Park.  JFK club will table at some upcoming events and have offered that we can share their space and put up our own information. The events are the Fair Oaks Fiesta Days May 3rd & 4th and the Chicken Festival (Sept. 20th).
I. Candidate’s Needs: Ami Bera campaign office holds phone banks, M-Th, 2 hour shifts beginning at 4pm or 6pm;  Precinct Walking M-Th, 4pm-7pm;  Saturdays, 10am and 2pm; Sundays at 2pm.
J. New Citizen’s Voter Registration Report:  Betty reported that we need volunteers to help at New Citizen’s Ceremony at Raley Field, April 23rd.  There are also new citizen ceremonies at Folsom Library from time to time.  We will get more information and report back to the group.
K. Old Business:  None
L. New Business:  Candidate Endorsements:   Frank moved that ARD endorse Reggie Bronner, Candidate for Supervisor Placer County; seconded and approved.
ARD Board Election:   Election for new Board members will take place in July.  Barbara asked for volunteers to be on the election committee.  Jen Jacobs, Evelyn Davis and Catherine Butcher volunteered.  Anyone interested in running for one of the offices, please contact any Committee member.
Adjournment:  Ken moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.; seconded & approved.
Next meeting will be Wednesday, May 21, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. (social 6:30), Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova.  Our speaker will be Derek Cressman, candidate for California Secretary of State and also, Ken Cooley Assemblyman, District 8.
Minutes submitted by:

Debbie Martinez, Recording Secretary
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