American River Democrats
General Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2015
Opening:

The meeting of the American River Democrats was called to order at 7:05 p.m. Wednesday May 20, 2015 at Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova, California by President, Barbara Leary
Attendance of Board Members:  Betty Di Regolo, Ken Kiunke
Absent:  LaTanjia Robinson, Debbie Martinez, Andrea Targos
A. Agenda:  A motion was passed to approve the agenda. 
B. Introductions:  Members and visitors introduced themselves. New member Renetta Edwards was welcomed.
C. Minutes of the April General Meeting: Motions were passed to approve the minutes for the April General Meeting.
D. Treasurer Report:  Betty reported that the ending balance for April was $839.11 Total club membership is 25: 16 from AD 6 and 9 from AD 8. 
E. Communications secretary report: There was discussion of traffic on club website and FaceBook page. When the club joins the Democratic Council, we will have the option to use their supported website. 
F. President’s Report: 
a. Barbara reported on her attendance at the state party convention and directed members to the website for photos. She reported the focus on TPP/Fast Track and the controversial support of our representative Ami Bera. Club members provided input on the efforts by labor and other groups to lobby Dr. Bera to change his position of support. Barbara summarized that the convention had a progressive slant and included resolutions supporting Dr. Pan’s immunization bill and anti-fracking.
b. A sign-up sheet was circulated for the Rancho Cordova celebration and voter registration effort over the 4th of July holiday. Club members are needed to volunteer for a shift to make this fun event a success.
c. The July meeting will award the member who recruited the most new members to the club.
G. CDC Membership option: Betty reported on the board review of our club joining the Democratic Council. Following a description of the benefits to the club and requirements to join, the general membership passed a motion to join without opposition.
Guest Speaker: Matthew Ceccato, a Wounded Warrior Political fellow with Ami Bera’s office, and a veteran of two tours in Iraq in the 82nd Airborne, shared his to medical retirement from service, and his path to serving in Dr. Bera’s office. He reported that Sacramento has over 100,000 veterans, and Sac State has the second highest military family population in the nation. Female veterans with children are the fastest growing group within the homeless population. The numbers of vets in our area have impacted housing, health care, social security, nursing homes and other veteran benefits. He described local California and federal initiatives for hospitals, veterans’ homes and housing at Mather and in Alameda. He reviewed recent legislation supported by Dr. Bera including the Veterans Choice Accountability Act, No Labels Initiative and Health Care for Heroes Act. Matthew recommended the award winning documentary “Veterans Crisis Line - Press One”
H. Old Business:  None 
I. New Business- None
J. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm

Next meeting will be Wednesday, June 17, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. (social 6:30), Samurai Sushi, Rancho Cordova.
Minutes submitted by:

Betty Di Regolo, in Andrea’s absence
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